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The Chicago Fire Soccer Club (5-9-7, 22 points) fell 2-1 to FC Cincinnati (5-13-2, 17 points) at SeatGeek Stadium on 
Saturday night. The result marked the Fire’s first loss at home since March 16, ending an eight-game home unbeaten 
streak. The Fire’s goal was scored by midfielder Nicolás Gaitán during stoppage time in the first half.

 FC Cincinnati scored in the first minute of the match when a deflected cross into the six-yard box fell to midfielder Al-
lan Cruz, who was able to volley the ball into the back of the net.

In the 25th minute, the Fire had a strong chance to level the score when forward CJ Sapong was brought down just 
inside the 18-yard box, earning a penalty kick for the home side. Gaitán stepped up to the spot and sent goalkeeper 
Spencer Richey the wrong way, but his shot hit the post.

Gaitán’s attempt was the final play before 
a 59 minute weather delay, halting the 
match in the 26th minute.

 Six minutes after play had resumed, the 
Fire created another scoring chance when 
midfielder Aleksandar Katai cut the ball 
back inside on his left foot sending his 
marker sliding out of play. After picking his 
head up to find a teammate, Katai drove a 
cross into the box for Sapong, who direct-
ed his header just over the target.

 Cincinnati attempted to respond in the 
38th minute when Cruz slipped in behind 
the backline and clipped the ball past Fire 
goalkeeper Kenneth Kronholm. However, 
defender Francisco Calvo read the play and raced back to the goal to calmly clear the ball away (WATCH). The play 
marked the second straight match that Calvo has produced a goal-saving clearance. To view his defensive play against 
Sporting Kansas City on July 6, click HERE.

The Men in Red eventually found the equalizer in the fourth minute of first half stoppage time after earning another 
penalty kick for a handball in the box. After having his initial attempt saved by Richey, Gaitán slotted home the re-
bound (WATCH). The Fire concluded the first half with a 10-4 advantage in total shots and by dominating possession 
(63%-37%).  

After adding five more shots early in the second half, the Fire created another close chance to score in the 77th minute 
when Calvo connected with Gaitán’s corner kick at the near post, flicking the ball on target, forcing Richey to make a 
sprawling save (WATCH).

FCC scored the game’s deciding goal in the 83rd minute when forward Fanendo Adi’s left-footed strike from 18 yards 
out was placed just inside the far post.

Looking ahead, the Fire will face a quick turnaround in league play. The Men in Red are scheduled to return to Seat-
Geek Stadium on Wednesday, July 17 to take on Columbus Crew SC. Scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m. CT, the match will 
be broadcast live on ESPN+ and transmitted locally in Spanish on Univision Radio WRTO AM 1200.

 

Box Score:

Chicago Fire 1:2 FC Cincinnati

Scoring Summary:   FCC – Cruz (3) 1’   CHI – Gaitán (4) 45’+4’    FCC – Adi (1) (Manneh) (3) 83’

Misconduct Summary:   FCC – Richey (Caution) 48’     FCC – Ledesma (Caution) 52’
                                                  FCC – Bertone (Caution) 59’  CHI – Corrales (Caution) 73’     CHI – Mihailović (Caution) 78’

Chicago Fire Soccer Club Falls 2-1 to FC Cincinnati
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Chicago Fire: GK Kronholm, D Bronico, D Kappelhof, D Calvo, D Corrales, M McCarty©, M Frankowski (Nikolić 75’), M 
Herbers (Mihailović 65’), M Gaitán, M Katai (Moreno 90’+1’), F Sapong

Subs not used: Sánchez, Marcelo, Lillard, Campos 

Shots: 20 Shots on goal: 7 Fouls: 16 Offsides: 0 Corners: 13

FC Cincinnati: GK Richey, D Powell, D Hoyte, D Waston, D Deplagne, M Stanko, M Cruz (Hagglund 90’+3’), M Bertone, M 
Manneh (Ulloa 84’), M Ledesma, F Dally (Adi 67’)

Subs not used: Tyton, Gdula, Bone, McCabe

Shots: 6 Shots on goal: 3 Fouls: 14 Offsides: 1 Corners: 3

Referee: Fotis Bazakos 
Assistant Referees: CJ Morgante, TJ Zablocki

Fourth Official: Lukasz Szpala
VAR: Farhad Dadkho 
Attendance: 13,127

CREDIT:  CHICAGO FIRE SOCCER CLUB
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The Portland Timbers and Colorado Rapids played to a 2-2 draw in a wild Week 19 match at Providence Park.

Timbers goalkeeper Steve Clark made four sprawling saves in the first half, but the Timbers went down a man in the 
second half and in the end, failed to hold two separate leads against the visiting Rapids.

The Timbers played the final 35-plus minutes with 10 men after defender Julio Cascante was sent off for a hard foul on 
the Rapids' Kei Kamara with the score at 
1-1. But a hand ball in the box commit-
ted by the Rapids' Lalas Abubakar in the 
62nd minute led to Diego Valeri slotting 
home from the spot for a momentary 2-1 
Timbers lead.

Sam Nicholson's 76th-minute goal kept 
the Rapids from leaving without a point. 
Colorado hasn't beaten the Timbers in 
more than two years.

The teams exchanged goals in the first 
half: A badly-timed header by Colorado's 
Tommy Smith resulted in an own goal in the 27th minute, giving Portland a 1-0 lead. But Jonathan Lewis, back from the 
Concacaf Gold Cup and the U.S. national team, answered with a strike off a failed Timbers clearance in the 28th minute.

The Timbers were playing their third game in seven days. Portland lost defender Marco Farfan in the 10th minute to an 
apparent knee injury, forcing the Timbers to go to the bench early.

Goals
27' – POR – Tommy Smith (OG) 
28' – COL – Jonathan Lewis 
63' – POR – Diego Valeri (PK) 
76' – COL – Sam Nicholson 

Three Things

THE BIG PICTURE: The Timbers will want to address numerous defensive breakdowns and they have to feel fortunate 
to get a draw, given that Colorado did much more to win. The Rapids arguably deserved better than a point and got 
a standout effort from Andre Shinyashiki on the wing, his speed proving a factor. Colorado gets three of the next four 
matches at home in an effort to climb the table, not including a friendly against Arsenal on Monday.

MOMENT OF THE MATCH: Abubakar's gaffe was exactly what the shorthanded Timbers needed, though they couldn't 
get three points. Valeri did what stars do and put away the kick from the spot.

MAN OF THE MATCH: Clark kept the match at 1-1 with a pair of saves on the same Rapids possession, and then another 
seconds later. The Timbers were fortunate to be tied at halftime. And he wasn't done -- Clark turned away a Nicolas 
Mezquida attempt in the 72nd minute when he came off his line for a huge stop and finished with six saves.

Up next

COL: Saturday, July 20 vs. New York City FC (9 pm ET | MLS LIVE on ESPN in US, on DAZN in Canada)
POR: Thursday, July 18 vs. Orlando City FC (10 pm ET | ESPN, MLS LIVE on DAZN in Canada)

CREDIT:     Jose Romero         Contributor

Portland Timbers 2, Colorado Rapids 2
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The Week 19 matchup at Rio Tinto Stadium between Real Salt Lake and the Philadelphia Union turned into the Jeffer-
son Savarino show, as the winger scored twice and assisted once to power the home side to a 4-0 win.

The Venezuelan first found net in the 23rd minute after latching onto an Aaron Herrera ball over the top. With a touch to 
control and a left-footed volley, Savarino made it 1-0 in slamming past Philadelphia goalkeeper Andre Blake.

Savarino then found his second goal in the 
71st minute, capitalizing on some confu-
sion from the Union in midfield. After a pass 
from Kyle Beckerman and touch forward, the 
22-year-old rifled home to the far post.

Adding insult to injury, Savarino then set up 
an Albert Rusnak goal in the 81st minute after 
a poor turnover from Union outside back 
Raymon Gaddis. Savarino picked Gaddis’ 
pocket and heel-flicked for Rusnak, who fin-
ished with conviction from atop the 18-yard 
box.

If that wasn’t enough, Damir Kreilach added 
RSL's fourth and final strike in the 89th min-
ute after being slipped through by Everton 
Luiz. The goal was originally called back for 
offside, though Video Review judged that it 
was a proper finish. 

Philadelphia didn’t register a single shot on target, but they thought debutant Andrew Wooten scored on his first touch 
in MLS. However, Video Review ruled in the 78th minute that the ball traveled past the end line and out of play prior to 
Wooten’s volley, further souring the Union’s trip.

Goals
23' – RSL – Jefferson Savarino    71' – RSL – Jefferson Savarino   
81' – RSL – Albert Rusnak     89' – RSL – Damir Kreilach

Three Things

BIG PICTURE: After a gut-wrenching loss at the San Jose Earthquakes last weekend, RSL secured a bounce-back win 
to push up the Western Conference standings. Meanwhile, the Union have dropped to 1W-2L-2D across their last five 
matches to see their grip atop the Eastern Conference standings loosen.

MOMENT OF THE MATCH: RSL managed four quality finishes, so it’s hard to have a wrong answer here. Still, Savarino’s 
71st-minute rocket was one for the highlight reels. The shot was struck with enough ferocity to challenge almost any 
goalkeeper.

MAN OF THE MATCH: Jefferson Savarino, who has recently been linked to several Premier League clubs, put in a 
memorable performance with the assist and two goals. It was his best showing in RSL colors since scoring three goals 
and dishing out three helpers across a two-game stretch in the summer of 2018.

Next Up
RSL: Saturday, July 20 vs. Minnesota United (10 pm ET | MLS LIVE on ESPN+ in US, on DAZN in Canada)
PHI: Saturday, July 20 at Chicago Fire (7:30 pm ET | MLS LIVE on ESPN+ in US, on DAZN in Canada)

CREDIT:     Jonathan Sigal      Contributor

Real Salt Lake 4, Philadelphia Union 0
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Mason Toye came off the bench and continued his recent hot streak, scoring the winner in stoppage time, before Vito 
Mannone saved a last-second penalty, to give Minnesota United FC a 1-0 win over FC Dallas in Week 19 at Allianz Field.

After a first half in which both sides passed well but lacked the finishing touch in front of goal, they dug deeper after 
the break. But while Minnesota had a few very good looks, Dallas held the edge in the major statistical categories and 
tested Mannone with more regularity than his goalkeeping counterpart, Jesse Gonzalez.

But the Loons snatched three points very 
late, as Toye scored his fourth goal in his last 
four games from a rebound allowed by Gon-
zalez after a save on a Jan Gregus shot.

Another substitute, 18-year-old Bryan Reyn-
olds, then drew a penalty for Dallas after 
Video Review, going down under contact 
from Mannone. But Mannone played the 
hero, blocking Reto Ziegler's attempt, to hold 
on for the win.

Goals

91' – MIN – Mason Toye  

Three Things 

THE BIG PICTURE: The Loons started the game well and nearly scored in the opening minutes, but their midweek 
exploits seemed to catch up to them and Dallas did not play like a road team. All things considered, Dallas should have 
grabbed a point considering they edged the run of play for 90 minutes, but they couldn't step up late on both ends and 
Minnesota's strong run continues.

MOMENT OF THE MATCH: Normally it would be the winner, but Mannone's penalty save at the death, following a pen-
alty he conceded and several minutes of interruption in play, clinched the result.

MAN OF THE MATCH: Apologies to Toye, but Mannone's six saves, including the last-minute PK save, has the edge and 
the GK gets the honor.

Next Up
MIN: Saturday, July 20 at Real Salt Lake (10 pm ET | MLS LIVE on ESPN+ in US; DAZN in Canada)
DAL: Saturday, July 20 at Sporting KC (8:30 pm ET | MLS LIVE on ESPN+ in US; DAZN in Canada)

CREDIT:    Alicia Rodriguez              Contributor

Minnesota United FC 1, FC Dallas 0
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The LA Galaxy scored early in their California Clasico match against the San Jose Earthquakes, but the visiting Quakes 
had the final word, coming back and winning 3-1 at Dignity Health Sports Park.

The win, coming two weeks after the teams' first rivalry game of the season, a 3-0 win for San Jose at Stanford Sta-
dium, gave the Quakes a regular-season sweep in 
the California Clasico. 

The Galaxy got on the board early, as Rolf 
Feltscher acrobatically poked in a corner kick less 
than two minutes in to give his team the lead. 
But from there, it was nearly all San Jose, as they 
racked up a staggering edge in shots, 22 to 2, until 
Vako scored the 1-1 equalizer with a low shot from 
distance that nestled inside the post right after the 
hour mark.

Vako also had a hand in the go-ahead goals. He set 
up second-half sub Danny Hoesen, who made it 
2-1 just two minutes after entering the match. And 
with five minutes remaining, a shot by Vako was 
saved by the 'keeper and the ball fell to teammate 
Jackson Yueill who buried the late insurance goal 
to round out the scoring in a decisive victory.

Goals
2' – LA – Rolf Feltscher
61' – SJ – Vako 
64' – SJ – Danny Hoesen
85' – SJ – Jackson Yueill

Three Things 

THE BIG PICTURE: The Galaxy stay in 2nd place in the West (for now), but the Quakes vault up the standings to 4th, 
pending the outcome of the other games in Week 19. There's no question San Jose are one of the hottest teams in 
MLS right now and an opponent no team wants to face.

MOMENT OF THE MATCH: With the Galaxy holding firm under a barrage of Earthquakes shots, Vako's equalizer was 
the strike that opened the floodgates.

MAN OF THE MATCH: David Bingham was immense in the loss, notching a staggering 14 saves. But Vako's influence, 
with a goal, an assist, and setting up San Jose's third goal, was ultimately decisive and he gets the nod.

Next Up
LA: Friday, July 19 vs. LAFC (10 pm ET | ESPN in US; TSN2 in Canada)
SJ: Saturday, July 20 at Vancouver Whitecaps FC (10 pm ET | MLS LIVE on ESPN+ in US; TSN1/4 in Canada)

CREDIT:  Alicia Rodriguez            Contributor

LA Galaxy 1, San Jose Earthquakes 3



Gerso played a part in all three goals to help lift Sporting Kansas City to a 3-0 victory over the Vancouver Whitecaps in 
Week 19 at BC Place.

He opened the scoring in the 24th minute, advancing unmarked into the box, cutting inside of his defender and hitting a 
shot toward the net that deflected in off 'Caps defender Ali Adnan for the own goal.

Felipe Gutierrez then doubled SKC's 
lead in the 56th minute. Gerso inter-
cepted a poor 'Caps clearance and fed 
the Chilean, who sent a low drive from 
outside the box that made its way 
through the legs of a defender and 
past the goalkeeper.

Gerso put the finishing touches on his 
influential performance in second-half 
stoppage time, slamming home a ball 
that teammate Krisztian Nemeth cut 
back to the top of the six-yard box. 
The goal was Gerso's first of the 2019 
campaign.

The Whitecaps, who handed 19-year-
old academy product Theo Bair his 
first MLS start at forward, threatened 
to get on the board on a few occa-
sions, but SKC 'keeper Tim Melia came 
up big when called into question. The 
woodwork also thwarted Vancouver on a free kick in the 76th minute.

Goals
24’ — SKC — Ali Adnan (OG) 
56’ — SKC — Felipe Gutierrez
90’+1’ — SKC — Gerso

Three Things

THE BIG PICTURE: That sound you hear just might be Sporting Kansas City kicking into another gear in the second half 
of the season with their second straight win, both via clean sheet. The Whitecaps, meanwhile, are reeling, having lost 
their third straight with just one win in their last 10 and conceding 15 goals in their last six games without victory.

MOMENT OF THE MATCH: If Tim Melia doesn’t save this Inbeom Hwang free kick, it might have been a different story. 
It was one of his six saves on the night.

MAN OF THE MATCH: Gerso was a menace throughout. It was his shot that deflected in off Adnan for the own goal 
before he set up Gutierrez and scored a goal of his own to seal the win.

Next Up
VAN: Wednesday, June 17 at New England Revolution (7 PM ET | TSN 1/3, MLS LIVE on ESPN+ in US)
SKC: Saturday, June 20 vs. FC Dallas (8:30 PM ET | MLS LIVE on ESPN+ in US, on DAZN in Canada)

CREDIT: Dylan Butler      Contributor

  11WWW.LMDMAG.COM
Vancouver Whitecaps FC 0, Sporting Kansas City 3




